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STATE INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL ON EARLY INTERVENTION 
GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
Friday, September 20, 2013 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Theresa Rossini* - Acting Chair 
Virginia Bliss, M.D., Designee for the Director, DHCS 
Arleen Downing, M.D. 
Gretchen Hester* 
Jim Knight, Designee for the Director, DDS 
Marie Kanne Poulsen, PhD 
Leanne Wheeler, Designee for Superintendent Tom Torlakson, CDE 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
Susan Burger, Designee for the Director, DMHC 
Beverly Morgan-Sandoz 
Elaine Fogel Schneider, PhD 
 
STAFF 
Anastasia Byrne-Reed*, ICC Coordinator, DDS 
Patric Widmann, ICC Supervisor, DDS 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Refer to Attachment A 
 
*PARENT 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Theresa Rossini called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
OPENING ROLL CALL 
Stacie Byrne-Reed took roll. 
 
INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Theresa Rossini requested those calling into the meeting to mute their lines and called 
members’ attention to the agenda. 
  
AGENDA REVIEW 
The agenda was approved with the following additions and revisions: 

 Home Visiting Report will be at 12 noon. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MAY 17, 2013 MEETING MINUTES 
The minutes were approved as written. 
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CHAIR’S REPORT 
Theresa Rossini thanked Marie, Beverley, and Gretchen for assisting her when she 
needed some extra help due to family situations. Theresa presented certificates of 
appreciation to the following folks that have moved on and stated that they will be 
missed: 

 Cheryl Treadwell moved to another position within Department of Social Services 

 Anastasia Byrne-Reed, whom Theresa personally thanked for all of the help 
provided and said, “You will be missed sorely.” Linda Landry added that Stacie 
worked in a gracious manner, always smiling and really helped improved things, 
including the website during her time with Early Start 

 Terry Colborn has retired from Easter Seals 

 Don Braeger* moved to Department of Health Care Services 

 Michelle Donahue* moved to California Department of Education 

 Michael Miguelgorry* moved to California Department of Education 
*DDS staff 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORT  
Marie Paulsen reported the following: 

 There was considerable discussion regarding the lack of requisite representation of 
parents with young children on the ICC. 

 Community representatives and ICC members were urged to encourage parents 
and organizations to send letters to the Governor’s Appointment Secretary 
requesting that requisite seats be filled. 

 Organizations that have committed to send a letter or who will be contacted to do so 
include 
o IDA - Infant Development Association 
o First 5 Agencies 
o California Center for Infant-Family and Early Childhood Mental Health 
o ARCA 
o American Academy of Pediatrics 
o CSHA - California Speech and Hearing Association 
o Family Resource Center Network 
o State Senators 
o State Assemblymen 

 
Special Presentation 

 Patty Salcedo and Elizabeth Schroeder presented a power point presentation on 
Desired Results Developmental Profile (DDRP) Access Assessment System, which 
was designed to track developmental progress in infant/toddler and preschool 
children receiving special education. Refer to the Executive Committee minutes for 
power point and further detail.  
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (COTW) CHAIR’S REPORT  
Theresa Rossini reported that the committee spent the majority of time reviewing the 
Family Assessment document which is now called the Assessment of Family Strengths 
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and Needs. The edited document will be sent out two weeks prior to the November ICC 
meeting in a final effort to gain input.  
 
Theresa requested members to prepare for the next meeting by reading Natural 
Environment articles within section number four of the Literature Review list and an 
article regarding natural environments for infants and toddlers who are deaf or hard of 
hearing as home work in preparation for group discussion. 
 
For those on the phone, Theresa requested suggestions regarding how to make the 
process and involvement easier/smoother for those that call, recognizing that it was 
difficult for some to follow along by telephone. Linda said that it would be helpful to 
make edits on the document being reviewed on WebEx so that participants can follow 
along that way. 
 
ICC STAFF REPORT  
Patric Widmann said that there will be another national ICC webinar in November. DDS 
will notify the group regarding specifics for the webinar as soon as the federal 
government provides the information. 
 
PROPOSED 2014 MEETING DATES  
Patric Widmann reported that there was some concern with the May 2014 ICC meeting 
date. It is just prior to a holiday weekend, which may impact attendance. The group 
decided to change the dates for May to May 15-16, 2014 and will confirm the change as 
an action item in November. 
 
ICC RECRUITMENT UPDATE  
Theresa Rossini stated that Marie gave this update during the Executive Committee 
report. 
 
OUTREACH TO SPECIAL POPULATIONS  
Theresa Rossini reported that at an upcoming ICC meeting (in November or February), 
the ICC will hear presentations from special population groups, possibly including 
Native American and families experiencing domestic violence. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT  
Theresa Rossini asked for any parent input.  Hearing none, Theresa asked for input 
from the members of public and the following was shared: 

 Fran Chasen, Community Representative, Infant Development Association (IDA). 
Fran explained that IDA is looking to put together a quick platform, including services 
and best practices from the perspective of the providers and parents. Insurance for 
paying for services and what that has done to the service delivery system and linking 
to Early Start. IDA does various state trainings throughout the State, including De-
mystifying California Children’s Services (CCS). Fran reported the IDA Northern 
California Regional Conference is being held on September 20-21, 2013. 
Information for the conference as well as other upcoming trainings can be found on 
the IDA website http://www.idaofcal.org. Fran discussed various current topics within 

http://www.idaofcal.org/
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federal government, including authorization of food stamp money and safety net 
dollars and stated that she suggests people pay attention to the federal discussions 
as they are relevant to the group’s work. 

 
No other public input was provided 
 
FAMILY RESOURCE CENTERS NETWORK OF CALIFORNIA REPORT  
Family Resource Centers Network of California (FRCNCA) 
Linda Landry reported the following: 
The Steering Committee meets monthly via conference call. 
 
Outreach and collaboration activities included participation at the UC Davis MIND 
Summer Institute,  the UCLA Tarjan Center University Center for Excellence in 
Developmental Disability Consumer Advisory Committee, USC/UCEDD,  Lanterman 
Coalition, California Network of Family Strengthening/Support Networks Training and 
Technical Assistance Collaborative, California Standards for Family Strengthening & 
Support Committee, and Arc California Board of Directors, Screening Collaborative and 
Family Strengthening Roundtable. 
  
The FRCNCA is participating in the California Employment Consortium for Youth 
and Young Adults with Intellectual and Other Developmental Disabilities (CECY) 
(pronounced SEE SEE). 
 
13 FRCNCA representatives are participating as a part of the CAPTAIN (California 
Autism Professional Training and Information Network). 
 
Over 60 ESFRC staff have been trained on the Standards of Quality for Family 
Strengthening and Support. Two additional trainings are planned for October. We have 
three certified trainers and three in the process of becoming certified trainers. 
 
The FRCNCA will have an outreach table at the CA Child Abuse Prevention and Early 
Intervention Summit: Preventing Child Abuse & Neglect: The Power of Community/The 
Summit in Sacramento and is participating in a workshop on Supporting Fathers of 
Children with Special Needs. The FRCNCA will also have an outreach table at the 
International DEC conference in San Francisco. 

The FRCNCA continued the implementation of Prevention Resource and Referral 
Services (PRRS)  

 The FRCNCA is in the process of completing the 2013 -2015 PRRS contracts with 

the 41 FRCs that are implementing the service. 

 Bimonthly 1800 Second PRRS calls on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday continue to be 

held for all PRRS staff and provide a forum to ask questions, raise issues, express 

needs or make comments on general program, budget, data, outreach, training or 

other items related to PRRS.  Attendance averages around 25. 

 Individualized technical assistance and training is ongoing 
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 Regional meetings are being held in October. 

We continue to seek additional funding sources to maintain the coordination of the 
FRCNCA. 
Marie asked about the FRCNCA participation in the California Family Strengthening 
Roundtable (which brings together various Departments and initiatives Linda explained 
that the roundtable is looking at promoting the Strengthening Families Five Protective 
Factors. The group discussed that RTT is also looking at the Five Protective Factors 
and that this seems to be a common element in different work being done with regard to 
the birth to three populations. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS  
 

 Dr. Robin Hansen, from the MIND Institute, presented on Early Identification and 
Intervention: Austim Spectrum Disorder.  The presentation included information 
regarding changes in the diagnostic criteria with the DSM 5 (See Attachment B for 
power point presentation) 
 

Chris Krawczyk, California Department of Public Health, California Home Visiting 
Program Branch Chief, rescheduled his report to the November meeting. 
 
AGENCY REPORTS 
Department of Developmental Services (DDS)   
Jim Knight reported the following: 

 Personnel leaving DDS: 
o Terri Delgadillo, Director of Developmental Services, announced her retirement 

in late August after 35 years of public service. She will likely retire at the end of 
this year. 

o Anastacia Byrne-Reed has a new position at DDS and will be investigating 
consumer complaints in the Office of Human Rights and Advocacy. This will be 
Stacie’s last ICC meeting. 

o Michele Donahue, Early Start Liaison, left DDS for the California Department of 
Education.  DDS is currently recruiting for her replacement. 

o Don Braeger has accepted a new position at the Department of Health Care 
Services. 

 New Personnel: 
o Madeline Journey-Lynn is the new ICC Coordinator. Madeline came from work 

as a retired annuitant having previously worked at the Department of Alcohol and 
Drug Programs (ADP) heading up the Fetal Alcohol Prevention Program. 
Madeline also served on the ICC as the representative for ADP. 

o Ashley Franklin is a new Community Program Specialist II in the State Services 
Unit. Ashley will be taking over the duties formerly completed by Michael 
Miguelgorry and will also assist with monitoring of regional centers. Ashley came 
from the Department of Social Services Child Abuse Prevention. She has 
completed a fellowship in Infant Mental Health and has her LCSW. 
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 Annual Performance Report – Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2011 Determination 
o California received the determination from OSEP on July 1, 2013. 
o California’s determination for performance in FFY 2011 is “Needs Intervention.” 
o This is the third consecutive year that California has received this determination 

for Part C. 
o The primary reason for this determination is California’s failure to provide valid 

and reliable data for Indicator 8 (A, B, and C) for Transition. OSEP stated that the 
data for Indicator 8 is not valid and reliable since data for children with Solely 
Low Incidence disabilities served by the CDE was not included in the APR. 

o OSEP was required to take one or more of the six enforcement actions outlined 
in federal law.   

o OSEP chose the most lenient option and required DDS to submit a corrective 
action plan (CAP). DDS worked with CDE to devise the CAP that will resolve the 
data issue. The CAP was submitted to OSEP on August 14, 2013. 

 

 Regulations Revision 
o As a result of findings from the OSEP visit in November 2010, DDS revised 

regulations to eliminate a State regulation that allowed parents to request an 
extension of the 45 day timeline. This update was a simple strike out of that 
provision. DDS completed the public hearings and public input on the change in 
August. The revisions were accepted by the Office of Administrative Law on 
September 10, 2013. 

 

 Erin Paulsen, DDS Local Support Unit, reported the following regarding DDS Early 
Start monitoring: 
o The unit completed the federal fiscal year 2012 cycle in June, and reviewed a 

total of seven regional center programs, including: North Bay, Harbor, San Diego, 
Orange, East Los Angeles, Alta California, and Kern. 

o The unit began the federal fiscal year 2013 in July and the unit has reviewed San 
Gabriel/Pomona and San Andreas regional centers so far. Reviews for North Los 
Angeles and Tri-Counties regional centers are planned for October and 
November 2013. 

o The unit continues to compile data from the federal fiscal year 2012 visits for the 
compliance indicators. DDS reviewed a total of 235 regular records and 229 
transition records. Performance on IFSP completion within 45 days improved 
from the prior fiscal year. 

o Regional centers continue to struggle with documentation of services on the 
IFSP pending determination of the funding source. DDS has been proactively 
addressing the issues by informing Early Start managers at Northern California 
and Southern California Supervisor meetings about the issues that come up 
during visits. 

 
Department of Social Services (DSS) 
No report available. 
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Department of Health Care Services (DHCS)  
Virginia Bliss, M.D. reported the following: 

 Virginia Bliss, M.D., explained that she is a medical consultant in the Systems of 
Care Division of the Department of Health Care Services. Systems of Care Division 
programs include Child Health and Disability Prevention (CHDP), California 
Children’s Services (CCS), High Risk Infant Follow Up, Newborn Hearing Screening, 
Foster Care Health, and the Genetically Handicapped Person Program. She can 
address issues that involve the programs in the Systems of Care Division, especially 
CCS. She does not speak for DHCS and cannot present a DHCS Department 
Report. Toby Douglas is the Director of DHCS. Robert Dimand, MD, is the Chief 
Medical Officer of the Systems of Care Division. 

 CCS develops quality standards for NICUs, which benefits all of the preemies in the 
California. The California NICU quality standards and data requirements are being 
worked on with the goal of improving outcomes for NICU babies. 

 CCS has income criteria and is able to provide treatment for a very specific subset of 
children with eligible conditions. CCS also has some programs without income 
criteria for diagnostic and provision of medical therapy. Virginia offered herself as a 
resource if the group has questions. 

 
Department of Managed Health Care 
Department of Managed Health Care – Report unavailable. 
 
With recent changes to medical insurance plans, information is being included to inform 
the ICC of the availability of DMHC’s Help Center. Many families have questions about 
health care or are experiencing problems with their health plans. 

The following is information about the DMHC Help Center. 

What can you do if you have a problem with your health plan or a question about health 
reform? 

In California, you have a place to go – the Help Center. 

The Help Center is part of the Department of Managed Health Care (DMHC). DMHC is 
a state agency that oversees health plans and protects the rights of health plan 
members. Our staff includes medical and legal experts. 

The Help Center provides help in many languages. All services are free. 

The Help Center can help you with problems and concerns like these: 

 I can’t get the medicine or treatment I need.  

 I have to wait too long for a referral, authorization, test, or appointment. 

 I am being sent home from the hospital too soon.  

 I have a problem with a bill, claim, or co-pay. 

 I received a bill for emergency or urgent care.  
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 I cannot get services in my language. 

 My doctor or hospital is no longer with my health plan. 
If your plan denies, delays, or modifies care, the Help Center can help you get an 
Independent Medical Review. Independent doctors from outside your health plan will 
review your case. Your health plan must do what the doctors decide.  

You may qualify for an Independent Medical Review if: 

 You plan denies the care you need, and says that it is not medically necessary or 
is experimental.  

 Your plan won’t pay for emergency or urgent care that you have already 
received. 

What if you need health insurance? With health reform, you have more ways to get 
insurance. If the Help Center cannot help you directly, we will connect you to programs 
that can. Call us with concerns like these:  

 Where can I buy health insurance if I have a health condition? 

 I lost my job. How do I keep my health insurance? 

 My insurance is being cancelled.  Is this legal? 

 Where can I get health coverage if I have a low income or not income?  

To request help or ask questions: 

 Call the Help Center at 1-888-466-2219 (TTY: 1-877-688-9891). 

 Get forms and additional information at www.healthhelp.ca.gov (Managed care 
enrollees may now submit a complaint or an application for an Independent 
Medical Review online. Online forms are available in English and Spanish.) 

 If you are not sure what to do, call the Help Center. We can explain your rights 
and options. 

Department of Education – Special Education 
No report available 
 
Department of Education – Office of Homeless Education  
Leanne Wheeler reported the following: 

 The California Department of Education (CDE) is a large Department. Leanne 
explained that she can update the group on CDE specifically as it relates to 
homeless education. She joined the ICC at the beginning of the year and views her 
role as one of ensuring that family resource centers and regional centers and the 
network of people that work with the children and family consumers are collaborating 
with the homeless family service providers. Identifying and serving the population is 
the goal of the program. Leanne explained that her job is to work with LEAs (county 
offices, charters and school districts) that receive McKinney-Vento grants that 
provide supplemental funds to implement the McKinney-Vento Act. With these 
particular grant schools (5-10% of schools in CA), Leanne can provide the age birth-

http://www.healthhelp.ca.gov/
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5 data. Leanne stated that she hopes that the data for the rest of the schools in CA 
will eventually be collected. 

 Leanne explained that a process involving an intake, assessment of need, 
referral/resource linkage (ex., bus passes, provide transportation for medical 
appointments) or otherwise work to remove any barriers that challenge school 
attendance for the child or the child’s family. Leanne explained that the work with 
children and families that are not yet school age should also be happening. Leanne 
explained that the law does not provide much funding so Leanne explained that the 
success will come through relationships (ex.-sharing knowledge of the program, 
building community support, making relationships with the Red Hat Society or other 
local civic organizations that can assist in various charitable ways).  Leanne 
explained that the definition of “homeless children and youth” for this program is 
essentially defined as individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 
residence. 

 Leanne explained that children in this program have the right to remain in the school 
of origin through the end of the school year –despite changes in location or 
residence—when doing so is determined to be in their best interest. When that is 
determined and a child is residing in a different school district than the school of 
origin, the school districts must work out transportation issues and agree or split 
costs. 

 One of the ways that families are engaged  in the program, is to share with families 
that the benefits of utilizing the liaison and services, that the child has additional 
rights under the program that aren’t otherwise available, and, also, reassure families 
that the fact of being homeless is not a reason for mandated reporting. 
 

Department of Public Health 
Vacant; no report available. 
 
First 5 California  
Vacant; no report available. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS  
Theresa Rossini continued the review of the Family Assessment document since there 
was extra time within the agenda. Input was taken and documented. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Arleen Downing adjourned the meeting at 12:20 p.m. 


