
  

STATE INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 
May 15, 2014, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Marie Kanne Poulsen, Chair 
Susan Burger 
Olga Cid 
Arlene Downing 
Fernando Antonio Gomez 
John Hall (via conference call) 
Gretchen Hester* 
Jim Knight 
Beverley Morgan-Sandoz 
Theresa Rossini 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
Virginia Bliss 
Douglas Erber 
Elaine Fogel Schneider 
Mary Sheppard 
Leanne Wheeler 
 
STAFF 
Patric Widmann, ICC Supervisor 
Madeline Journey-Lynn, ICC Coordinator 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Refer to Attachment A 
for a list of additional attendees.  
 
*Parent 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Marie Poulsen opened the meeting at 10:06 a.m. Theresa Rossini explained that three new 
members were recently appointed to the ICC. 

o Douglas Erber, who could not be present today due to a prior commitment. He is the 
Chair of Autism Partnership Foundation, and serves on the board of Harbor Regional 
Center. 

o Dr. John Hall from Irvine, CA. He is the Chief Executive Officer of Greenwood & Hall, an 
education management company. Dr. Hall brings a unique perspective to the ICC. Not 
only was he was diagnosed with autism, but he has a child on the autism spectrum. Dr. 
Hall is the author of Am I Still Autistic?  

o Fernando Antonio Gomez is the president of the Association of Regional Center 
Agencies (ARCA), and in 2007 was a member of Partners in Policy Making. He has two 
sons, one with Down Syndrome. 

• Madeline Journey-Lynn completed roll call. 
 



  

APPROVAL OF (FEBRUARY 2014) EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Minutes approved without changes. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
ICC ORIENTATION 
Patric Widmann gave a presentation for new ICC members. (Attachment B) She also passed 
out Early Start ICC Handbooks for all members.  
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
Anne Powell, WestEd, presented on the Statewide Screening Collaborative (SSC). Anne 
shared information regarding the purpose, objectives, partners, current activities and 
opportunities, Quality Measures Work Group, and Early Care and Education Screening Work 
Group. Patsy Hampton, WestEd, assisted her. 

• The SSC brings together state agencies, organizations, and special initiatives that focus 
on California’s capacity to promote and deliver effective and well-coordinated health, 
development, and early mental health screening for young children, birth to age five 
years. 

 
Anne shared an overview of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Collaborative, Help Me Grow 
California, and the California Home Visiting Program. (Attachment C- handouts and 
Attachment D - Power Point presentation) 
 
Following her presentation, Anne answered questions on how the SSC is dealing with 
screening families whose first language is not English, the difference between assessment and 
screening, the increase over the last 10 years of the number of children screened, and the 
importance of sensitivity when dealing with diversity in the community. 
 
For more information on the SSC, please see their web site. 
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/ECCS/Pages/StatewideScreeningCollaborative.aspx 
 
DDS and FEDERAL REPORTING 
Azadeh Fares shared that the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) is working on 
Part C Annual Performance Report (APR). She explained that the federal Office of Special 
Education Program (OSEP) has expanded the focus from compliance to outcomes. Two of the 
main areas that all states should look at are the child and family outcomes. Azadeh shared that 
the ICC would be one of the groups engaged with this topic in addition to other stakeholders. 
Azadeh said that based on OSEP’s Results Driven Accountability requirements for the APR, 
DDS will be examining what barriers exist, and where and how improving outcomes for 
children and families would be possible. Arleen asked where ICC members might locate more 
information on this. It was recommended that members locate the information at: 
http://www.dds.ca.gov/EarlyStart/docs/PartCAnnualPerformanceReportFY2012.pdf. 
 
The group discussed what data exists and indicated that they might be lacking information 
about outcomes. WestEd staff shared that there is some outcome-related data being collected 
under Help Me Grow - http://www.helpmegrownational.org/.The group discussed that the 
federal Office of Special Education (OSEP) offered an in-person meeting and conversation 
about the changes in combining the Annual Performance Report and the State Systemic 
Improvement Plan and moving to outcomes-based 
 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/ECCS/Pages/StatewideScreeningCollaborative.aspx
http://www.dds.ca.gov/EarlyStart/docs/PartCAnnualPerformanceReportFY2012.pdf
http://www.helpmegrownational.org/


  

Follow-up: The CA Department of Education has a meeting set with OSEP and will share the 
information with DDS. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 12:03 p.m. 



  

Attachment A 
OTHER ICC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING PARTICIPANTS 

 
Thursday, February 20, 2014 

 
 
 
Community Representatives 
Maurine Ballard-Rosa 
Toni Doman 
Laurie Jordan 
Debbie Sarmento 
 
DDS Staff 
Azadeh Fares 
JoEllen Fletcher 
Elise Parnes 
Erin Paulsen 
Ashley Franklin Ramirez 
 
Guests 
Patsy Hampton 
Jennifer Miller 
Anne Powell 
Virginia Reynolds 
 
*Parents 
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