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California Code of Regulations 
Title 17, Division 2 

Chapter 2 - Early Intervention Services 
SubChapter 1 - General Provisions 

Article 1 - Definitions 
§52000. Meaning of Words.  
   

 

 

 

 (a) Words shall have their usual meaning unless the context of a definition clearly 
indicates a different meaning. Words used in their present tense include the 
future tense; words in the singular form include the plural form. Use of the word 
“shall” denotes mandatory conduct; “may” denotes permissive conduct.  

  

  
    (b) The following definitions shall apply to the words used in this subchapter:      
 

 
 

 (1) Acidemia means an excessive acidity of the blood wherein the acid-base 
balance of the body is disturbed.    
  

 

 

 

 (2) Adaptive development means the acquisition of skills that are required to 
meet environmental demands. Adaptive development includes, but is not limited 
to, activities of self-care, such as dressing, eating, toileting, self-direction, 
environmental problem-solving and attention/arousal.  

  

  
 

 
 

 (3) Asphyxia neonatorum means a condition caused by insufficient oxygen at or 
near the time of birth.   
  

 

 

 

 (4) Assessment means the ongoing procedures used by qualified personnel 
throughout the period of an infant's or toddler's eligibility for early intervention 
services to identify the infant's or toddler's unique strengths and needs and the 
services appropriate to meet those needs. Assessment also includes the 
identification of the family's resources, priorities, and concerns regarding the 
development of the infant or toddler and the supports and services necessary to 
enhance the family's capacity to meet the developmental needs of the eligible 
infant or toddler.  

  

  
 

 
 

 (5) Authorized representative means the parent or guardian of a minor, or person 
who is legally entitled to act on behalf of the infant, toddler or family.    
  

 

 

 

 (6) Biomedical insult is a general term referring to those biological or medical 
conditions such as infection or brain injury which may result in developmental 
delay or disability.    

  

 

 

 

 (7) Cognitive development means the acquisition of learning through ongoing 
interactions with the environment. Cognitive development involves perceiving, 
thinking, problem solving and remembering information.    

  

 

 

 

 (8) Communication development means the acquisition of expressive and/or 
receptive language skills which include understanding and/or using any of the 
following: gestures, facial expressions, speech reading, sign language, body 
postures and vocal and visual contacts with another person.  

  

  
 

 
 

 (9) Complainant means any individual or organization filing a written complaint 
pursuant to the provisions of Subchapter 5, Article 3.    
  

 

 

 

 (10) Concerns means areas that family members identify as needs, issues or 
problems they want to address as part of the individualized family service plan 
(IFSP) or the evaluation and assessment process which are related to meeting   
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the developmental needs of the infant or toddler.  
  

    (11) Day means calendar day unless otherwise stated.      

 

 

 

 (12) Early intervention services means those services designed to meet the 
developmental needs of each eligible infant or toddler and the needs of the 
family related to the infant's or toddler's development. The services include but 
are not limited to assistive technology; audiology; family training; counseling and 
home visits; health services; medical services only for diagnostic or evaluation 
purposes; nursing services; nutrition services, occupational therapy; physical 
therapy; psychological services; service coordination; social work services; 
special instruction; speech and language services; transportation and related 
costs; and vision services. Early intervention services may include such services 
as respite and other family support services.  

  

  
 

 
 

 (13) Evaluation means procedures used by qualified personnel to determine an 
infant's or toddler's present level of development.    
  

 

 

 

 (14) Exceptional family circumstances means events beyond the control of the 
regional center or local education agency (LEA). These include but are not 
limited to the infant's or toddler's or parent's illness, the infant's or toddler's and 
parent's absence from the geographical area, inability to locate the parent, or a 
natural disaster. Delays caused by the failure to obtain copies of existing records 
or other administrative events do not constitute exceptional family circumstances. 
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California Code of Regulations 
Title 17, Division 2 

Chapter 2 - Early Intervention Services 
SubChapter 2 - Program and Service Components 

Article 2 - Evaluation and Assessment 

§52086. Time Lines for Completion of Evaluation and Assessment. 

 
(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), the initial evaluation and assessment for 

eligibility for each infant or toddler shall be completed within 45 days of the date that 
the regional center or LEA received the referral. 

(b) In the event of exceptional family circumstances which make it impossible to 
complete the initial evaluation and assessment of eligibility within 45 days of 
receiving the referral, the service coordinator shall: 
(1) Document the exceptional family circumstances in the infant's or toddler's record; 

and, 
(2) Inform the parent of the reasons for the delay; 
(32) Inform the parent of an alternative time line which includes a specific date for 
completing the evaluation as soon as possible.; and, 
(4) Document that the parent has been informed and is in agreement with the 
reasons documented for the extension beyond 45 days. 

(c) If an infant or toddler has been determined eligible but the assessment required in  
     Section 52082 has not been completed within 45 days of receiving a referral    
     because of exceptional family circumstances, the service coordinator shall: 
     (1) Document the exceptional family circumstances in the infant’s or toddler’s record; 
     (2) Inform the parent of the reasons for the delay; 
   (32) Develop an interim IFSP pursuant to Section 52107 of these regulations; and, 
   (43) Provide the services agreed upon in the interim IFSP.  
 


