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Sonoma Developmental Center Honors Its Employees 
Eldridge California, - Annual Sustained Superior Achievement Awards held at Sonoma Developmental 
Center (Sonoma) on Thursday, October 22, 2009. 
 
Sonoma Developmental Center recognized exemplary employees at the Annual Sustained Superior 
Achievement Awards, including the Centennial Award, which is Sonoma’s most prestigious award, on 
Thursday, October 22, 2009.  The awards are given to staff that have shown dedication and 
outstanding commitment to the values of the facility.  Employees were recognized from all areas of 
Sonoma including Administrative, Clinical, Medical and Centralized Nursing Services.  Fellow 
employees treated the Honorees to a luncheon and a theatrical performance. 
 
This year’s recipient of the Centennial Award, which has been awarded every year since 1991 
(Sonoma’s centennial year), was Judy D’Amico, Acting Program Director for Central Program 
Services. Sonoma Executive Director, James E. Rogers, awarded the plaque to her.  Ms. D’Amico 
has over 30 years of State Service and over 40 years of experience, working in the field of 
developmental disabilities.  
 
Judy started her career at Sonoma in 1977 as a Graduate Student Assistant.  During her 30 plus 
years at Sonoma, she has worked in a variety of jobs including, Social Work Associate, Individual 
Program Coordinator, Clinical Support Team, Assistant to the Clinical Director and Program Assistant, 
as well as working on Special Assignments throughout her career.   
 
When looking back on her career in the field of developmental disabilities, Ms. D’Amico says, “When I 
reflect back upon my almost 40 years of working in the field of developmental disabilities what 
continues to resonate for me is the many opportunities to positively impact others lives as well as our 
own local community. Meaningful work and serving others has always been my passionate path, I feel 
so very fortunate to have worked at Sonoma and been afforded the opportunity to be a part of a 
caring, compassionate and creative community. I have been blessed with the opportunity to 
participate in an number of transforming times here at Sonoma.”  
 
Mr. Rogers states “With well over 30 years of State Service Judy was commended for her continued 
commitment to providing outstanding services to both the clients and staff she serves.  
Congratulations to Judy and the many other exemplary employees who received awards.” 
 
Ms. D’Amico goes on to say, “My future plans post retirement is to become more involved in my 
community (Ms. D’Amico is a Sonoma Valley resident) and to give back after having received so 
much. Sonoma is very rich in many things resources yet so many remain in need. I’m looking forward 
to expanding my role as a board member of the Valley of the Moon Teen Center - assisting with 
program development. Additionally, I have been called to serve at The Pathway Home, the California 
Transition Center for Combat Veterans, which provide services for service warriors returning from Iraq 
and the Middle East.  You may still see me working at Eldridge Farm and running the Make-up tech 
for Sonoma’s Performing Arts Company.” 
 
Sonoma Developmental Center, located in the heart of the wine country, is the largest facility in 
California established specifically for serving the needs of individuals with developmental disabilities 
and is one of four developmental centers operated by the Department of Developmental Services.  
Services to these individuals are provided through contracts with twenty-one non-profit regional 
centers that are geographically situated with defined “catchment” areas.  The Department also 
operates two state-operated community residential facilities. 
 
For More Information Contact: 
Sonoma Developmental Center http://www.dds.ca.gov/Sonoma/Index.cfm 
Karen Litzenberg karen.litzenberg@sonoma.dds.ca.gov 
(707) 938-6703 Fax Number: (707) 938-6574 
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