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September 29, 2023 
 

 
TO: REGIONAL CENTER EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS 

 
SUBJECT: SELF-DETERMINATION PROGRAM: SERVICE PROVIDER 

BACKGROUND CHECKS 

 
The purpose of this correspondence is to identify providers of services and supports 
that must obtain a criminal background check in order to provide services for 

participants in the Self-Determination Program (SDP) pursuant to Welfare and 
Institutions Code section 4685.8(v).  This correspondence, with the additional 
information below regarding the background check requirements, serves to clarify the 
November 4, 2019 guidance. 

 
The following individuals are required to get a Department of Developmental Services 
(Department) criminal background check: 

 

• Any employee of an SDP participant who will provide direct personal care 
services.  This does not include family members who are paid to provide 
direct personal care services that live in the same home as the participant.   

• Any employee of a provider that is not a regional center vendor and will be 

providing direct personal care services to an SDP participant. 
 

The following individuals are not required to get a Department criminal background 
check: 

 

• Any employee of a provider that is a regional center vendor who will be 
providing direct personal care services to the SDP participant, unless a 
background check is required by that vendor. 

 
Additionally, an SDP participant or their Financial Management Services (FMS) provider 
may request a Department criminal background check for any employee or provider 
paid to provide services through the participant's spending plan.    

 
The participant’s FMS provider will assist applicable service providers in this process by 
directing them to appropriate locations where fingerprints can be taken.  As a reminder, 
the cost for fingerprinting is the responsibility of the service provider.   

 
 
 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4685.8.&lawCode=WIC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4685.8.&lawCode=WIC
https://www.dds.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/SDP_BackgroundChecks_20191101.pdf
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If there are any questions regarding the criminal background check requirements, 

please email sdpbackground@dds.ca.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Original Signed by: 

 
VICKI L. SMITH, Ph.D.  
Deputy Director  
Policy and Program Development Division  

  
cc: Regional Center Administrators   

Regional Center Directors of Consumer Services   
Regional Center Community Services Directors   

Association of Regional Center Agencies   
State Council on Developmental Disabilities   
Nancy Bargmann, Department of Developmental Services  
Brian Winfield, Department of Developmental Services  
Carla Castañeda, Department of Developmental Services  

Jim Knight, Department of Developmental Services  
Ernie Cruz, Department of Developmental Services  
Suzy Requarth, Department of Developmental Services 
Kathleen Dempsey, Department of Developmental Services 
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