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Housekeeping

Interpretación en español: haga clic en el globo blanco en la parte inferior 
de la pantalla con la etiqueta "Interpretation." Luego haga clic en “Spanish” 
y seleccione "Mute original audio.”

ASL interpreters have been “Spotlighted” and Zoom's live closed captioning
is active 

This meeting is being recorded

Materials will be/are available online at: DDS Events Webpage

Submit written comment via email to: SDP@dds.ca.gov

https://www.dds.ca.gov/dds-events/
mailto:SDP@dds.ca.gov
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Zoom Tips

You will be on mute 
through the duration 
of the webinar. 
Unmute mic only when 
it's your turn to speak.

Chat is not 
available. Please 
use the Q&A for 
this webinar.

Leave the 
webinar at 
the end of 
the meeting.

• Features will vary based on the version of Zoom and device you are using.
• Some Zoom features are not available for telephone-only participants.
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Providing Comments

Webinar Participants: Please use the “Q&A” or “Raise Hand” to comment.

You may need to click on “Participants”, and a new window will open where you 
can “Raise Hand.”
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Agenda

• Review Directive
• Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Local Volunteer 

Advisory Committee Funds 
• Resources
• Questions and Answers



Directive
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Directive 1

On February 6, 2026, the Department of Developmental Services (Department) 
issued a directive about Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Funding for Local Volunteer 
Advisory Committees (LVACs) : https://bit.ly/3Mxzi3b. 

The Department provided funding to regional centers to collaborate with the 
Self-Determination Program’s (SDP’s) LVACs to support for local priorities.

https://bit.ly/3Mxzi3b
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Directive 2

Current law prioritizes the use of these funds for: 

• Processing criminal background checks.
• Other administrative costs needed to administer the program.
• Remaining funds to be used to address participants’ needs, make it easier 

to get services, and treat everyone fairly.

SDP law:

• Welfare and Institution Code (WIC) 4685.8: https://bit.ly/3OShX5z

https://bit.ly/3OShX5z


Determining Use of Funds
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Directive Requirements

The funds support the costs to administer the SDP and help address the needs of 
participants in their local area, increasing service access, and creating more fair 
and equal enrollment processes into the SDP.

Examples of local needs to address include: 

• Low awareness and understanding of the SDP

• Barriers for underrepresented communities in transitioning to the SDP
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Directive Requirements 1

Regional centers and LVACs must work together to prioritize the use of available 
funds.

A list of agreed upon activities with reasonable cost estimates should be 
prepared by the regional centers and LVACs.
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Directive Requirements 2

Collaboration between regional centers and LVACs include respectful 
communication, sharing ideas and solutions, and supporting each 
organization's efforts to get good results on time. 

Examples of collaborative decisions include funding activities such as: 

• Community resource fairs that share information about SDP 
• Employer-readiness trainings focused on responsibilities for people using co-

employer and sole employer models within SDP



Conflict of Interest
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Directive Requirements 3

Funds cannot be used for a proposal that has been determined to have 
a conflict of interest.

Regional centers must confirm that there is no conflict of interest regarding the 
use of funds, as defined in Attachment A. 

Attachment A: https://bit.ly/3MoI43w

https://bit.ly/3MoI43w
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Directive Requirements 4

A conflict of interest exists when an LVAC member has an official affiliation 
and/or a financial interest in the entity that is seeking to be awarded these 
funds.

LVAC members should not vote, or urge other members to vote, to give 
themselves or their organizations money. 
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Directive Requirements 5

If an LVAC member has a conflict of interest, they must disclose it and not 
participate in related discussions or votes. 

If an LVAC member does not disclose the conflict of interest, the regional center 
must disclose it before any discussions and/or vote.



Required Reporting



18C A L I F O R N I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T A L  S E R V I C E S 18C A L I F O R N I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T A L  S E R V I C E S

Directive Requirements6

Funds can be spent only after agreement is reached by both the regional center 
and the LVAC on the local needs. 

If the regional center and LVAC cannot reach an agreement, the regional 
center will make the final decision.



19C A L I F O R N I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T A L  S E R V I C E S 19C A L I F O R N I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T A L  S E R V I C E S

Directive Requirements 7

After agreeing on the use of funds, the regional center and LVAC must jointly 
submit a report listing:

• The project that will be funded
• Estimated cost for each project 
• Brief description of how decisions were made



20C A L I F O R N I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T A L  S E R V I C E S 20C A L I F O R N I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T A L  S E R V I C E S

Directive Requirements 8

The regional center and the LVAC can update how funds are used as  
community needs change.  

Changes must: 

• Comply with state law and this directive
• Have agreement by both parties

If agreement is not reached, a change cannot be made to the use of the funds. 
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Directive Requirements 9

Regional centers must submit status reports for each ongoing project twice a 
year, on March 31 and September 30.

• Regional centers should only report updates for ongoing projects.
• Regional centers should add “no updates” if none exist for that ongoing 

project.



Questions & Answers



Email additional questions to: 
SDP@dds.ca.gov
 

mailto:SDP@dds.ca.gov


Resources
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Resources 1

Fiscal Year 2025-26 Funding for the Self-Determination Program 
• Directive: https://bit.ly/3Mxzi3b
• Attachment: https://bit.ly/3MoI43w

Self-Determination Program Directives
• Website: https://www.dds.ca.gov/initiatives/sdp/program-directives/ 

Self-Determination Program law
• Webpage: https://bit.ly/4rwvVJ0

https://bit.ly/3Mxzi3b
https://www.dds.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/D-2026-SelfDeterminationProgram-001_AttachmentA.pdf
https://www.dds.ca.gov/initiatives/sdp/program-directives/
https://www.dds.ca.gov/initiatives/sdp/program-directives/
https://www.dds.ca.gov/initiatives/sdp/program-directives/
https:///
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=4685.8.
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Resources 2

Self-Determination Program waiver

• Webpage: https://bit.ly/4kP7cgn

Department of Developmental Services Self-Determination Program Branch

• Email: SDP@dds.ca.gov

The Office of Developmental Services Ombudsperson

• Email: Ombudsperson@dds.ca.gov or Phone: (877) 658-9731

https://bit.ly/4kP7cgn
mailto:SDP@dds.ca.gov
mailto:Ombudsperson@dds.ca.gov
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